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Expedience

Q. Several years ago I once had the temerity to ask
whether the fact that you had allowed non-violence to come
into the Congress as an expedient rather than as a creed
would not be conducive to its breakdown at the critical
time. You said you did not think so. But do you still feel
the same? Would you not today have had an organized
band of believers in non-violence whom you could have
sent in groups all over the country? It almost seems as if we
had lost time and are found unprepared, as it were, to
shoulder responsibility.

A. Yes, I adhere to my opinion that I did well to pre-
sent to the Congress non-violence as an expedient. I could
not have done otherwise, if I was to introduce it into
politics. In South Africa too I introduced it as an expe-
dient. It was successful there because resisters were a
small number in a compact area and therefore easily
controlled. Here we had numberless persons scattered over
a huge country. The result was that they could not be
easily controlled or trained. And yet it is a marvel the way
they have responded. They might have responded much
better and shown far better results. But I have no sense of
disappointment in me over the results obtained. If I had
started with men who accepted non-violence as a creed,
I might have ended with myself. Imperfect as I am, I start-
ed with imperfect men and women and sailed on an un-
charted ocean. Thank God that, though the boat has not
reached its haven, it has proved fairly stormproof.
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